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In 1983, George Touhouliotis, a former taxi driver 
who acquired Marlena’s Tavern at 125 N.W. Sixth 
Avenue in Old Town Portland and turned it into 
a nightclub, naming it Satyricon after the 1969 
Federico Fellini film of the same name. Back in 
the day, the Old Town / Chinatown neighborhood 
had a seedy and dangerous reputation, char-
acterized as a real shithole of a neighborhood 
with open drug dealing and knife/gun fights.

Satyricon became a prominent music venue 
in the city and hosted local punk acts such as 
Poison Idea, Dharma Bums and Napalm Beach 
along with touring punk and alternative rock 
bands. In the late 1980’s, Satyricon became 
a frequent host to grunge bands from Seattle. 
Because of Seattle’s big metal scene, grunge 
bands like Nirvana, Soundgarden, Pearl Jam, 
and Mudhoney would come to Portland to play. 

In May 2003, the club abruptly closed, after 
which it was acquired by new owners and 
reopened as an all-ages venue in 2006. It offi-
cially closed in November 2010, and the build-
ing in which it was located was demolished 
in July 2011. The club was the subject of a 
2013 documentary titled Satyricon: Madness 
and Glory. Satyricon was the longest-running 
punk venue in the western United States, and 
has been referred to by some journalists and 
historians as the “CBGB of the West Coast.”* 

Many notable shows, incidents and events 
transpired at Satyricon in the 1980’s-90’s 
including Dave Grohl playing his first show 
with his post-Nirvana outfit Foo Fighters, Kurt 
and Courtney’s first meeting, Courtney Taylor 
of the Dandy Warhols’ first gig ever at the 
age of fourteen, and the site of a police riot.

 The Satyricon book will feature the Music,Poster 
Art, Memorabilia, People, and Stories of Satyricon, 
including Quotes from the those who were there.

* CBGB was a  New York  C i ty  music  c lub that
launched careers of many legendary bands, includ-
ing the Ramones,  Joan Jett ,  the Misf i ts ,  Patt i
Smith, the Cramps, Blondie, and the Talking Heads.
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Satyricon- A History of Portland Counterculture 
is a book on the infamous Portland nightclub 
“Satyricon”, which was a huge part of the city’s 
underground movement in the 1980’s & 90’s. 

The book is designed to have the feel of a 
punk fanzine from the era, but with a modern 
“desktop” approach to the layout. Just as our 
audience as gotten a little older, wiser and 
changed with the times, so too can the fanzine.

PORTLAND’S COUNTERCULTURE
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Dedicated 

to the wild, 

the rebels 

and the freaks  

who made

Portland weird
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Julianna,Julianna,

Hello Friend,

Smoking Bunny Publishing wants to invite 
you to the book launch party for 

Gravelpit, Napalm Beach, The Wipers. 
Poison Idea, Thrillbilly, & The Obituaries

Featuring  

Join us in the 
North Park Blocks 
Saturday May 23 @ 6pm

All proceeds to go to the JWF 
Jeremy Wilson Foundation

A Musicians Emergency Healthcare Fund

A History of PORTLAND’S COUNTERCULTURE
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Body Copy for Warp Back Show 30sec Radio

The Satyricon Warp Back Show

Featuring
Gravelpit
Napalm Beach
Poison Idea
Obituaries
The Wipers
Thrillbilly

All proceeds to go to the JWF Jeremy Wilson Foundation
A Musicians Emergency Healthcare Fund

Presented by Smoking Bunny Publishing 
In honor of the Book Release

SATYRICON - A history of Portland’s Counterculture

$5 donation at the door
And don’t forget to buy a book!

The Show in the North Park Blocks

 Show Poster

Instagram Notification Reminder

Postcard Notification Mailer



ThankYou
forYour  
consideration  
inPublishing  
thisManuscript




